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June 20, 2024 

Re: Request for Quotes (RFQ) 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Chugachrniut requests quotes from grant writers to develop and write a preliminary grant 
proposal for the National Science Foundation (NSF) Regional Innovation Engines program 
(Opportunity Number 24-565). Chugachrniut will accept and review quotes from grant writers 
with significant previous experience developing competitive proposals for renewable energy 
projects and give priority preference to responses that indicate prior experience working in rural 
Alaska, prior work with Alaska Native/ American Indian tribes and tribal organizations, and 
significant professional experience and education credentials regarding marine energy and 
saltwater desalination systems. 

The preliminary proposal is to develop a regional innovation engine in Southcentral Alaska to 
research, implement, and promote marine energy generation and saltwater desalination. To 
accomplish this goal, Chugachmiut will conduct a marine energy feasibility study and 
environmental assessment and develop a comprehensive strategic plan to support the 
implementation of the regional innovation engine. 

If the preliminary application is successful, Chugachrniut will be invited to submit a full proposal 
to NSF in February 2025. Ultimately, the regional innovation engine will support the following 
research, development, and commercial activities: 

• Create and nurture a new research pipeline for commercializing viable marine energy and
desalination technology.

• Develop and implement state-of-the-art cold water test and pilot sites for marine energy
and desalination technology

• Develop, implement, and operate an innovative marine energy generation and saltwater
desalination plant that will directly benefit the Port Graham and Nanwalek tribal
communities.

• Launch a dedicated marine energy and saltwater desalination utility governed by the
seven Chugach Region tribes to support and compete with Alaska Railbelt utilities.

• Develop and implement workforce and infrastructure development programs in Chugach
tribal communities to promote economic development and fulfill energy sector labor
needs.

Up to $15,000 is available for this contract to develop the preliminary proposal. Should 
Chugachmiut be invited to submit by NSF, an additional contract oppo1iunity for the full 
proposal may be available for public response in Fall 2024. 






